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METHAMPHETAMINE ACTION PLAN TASKFORCE 

177. Mr K.J.J. MICHEL to the Minister for Police: 

I refer to the McGowan Labor government’s commitment to driving down illicit drug use through its 
comprehensive Methamphetamine Action Plan Taskforce and the extra resources this government has provided 
the Western Australia Police Force in its fight against this drug. 

Can the minister advise the house on what success the Western Australia Police Force is having in tackling the 
supply of meth across regional Western Australia in particular? 

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS replied: 

I thank the member for Pilbara for his excellent question and his commitment to policing and community safety. 
As members here are well aware, during the time of the former government, the methamphetamine scourge in 
Western Australia got completely out of control, particularly across regional Western Australia. Year after year, 
we saw that the meth usage rates according to the wastewater results were the highest in Australia in sites in 
regional Western Australia and the metropolitan area. Since we came to office, the McGowan government has 
been trying to turn that around. We have been doing that through our meth action plan. Since March 2017, we 
have delivered our meth border force, which is 100 additional police officers and 20 specialist and support staff. 
We have $104 million on the budget for that purpose. Police have seized more than 1.5 tonnes of 
methamphetamine and they have been very proactive. As part of those operations, they have also seized over 
$21 million in cash, which has been frozen under the Proceeds of Crime Act in relation to serious drug operations. 
That is also a significant benefit to the community. In November last year, I announced the introduction of meth 
enforcement vans. Effectively, they are mobile operation centres that we will send out to the regions. As I have 
said before, these are purpose-built vans or caravans built in Western Australia for police operations that are 
targeting all drugs, but methamphetamine in particular. On board, they have some cutting-edge technology. Last 
week, the meth enforcement van for the goldfields–Esperance district, which is based in Kalgoorlie, was deployed 
for the first time and with great success. It stopped 564 vehicles and 44 vehicles were searched. They found drugs 
included meth, cannabis, MDMA and steroids, and drug paraphernalia. Early in March, the meth enforcement van 
for the Kimberley district was delivered to Kununurra. Staff from the organised crime squad and the bomb squad 
will soon be tasked with conducting some operations with local officers. 

Not all the work is on the seizure of drugs. As the member for Pilbara well knows, we are also doing work on the 
prevention side. I was delighted to be in the member’s electorate recently to be part of the handover of $240 000 
to the Roebourne police and community youth centre, which I know the member is a very big supporter of. It will 
provide some alternative programs for kids. The program that was being funded was called “Safe Space Weekend” 
for kids aged 15 to 18 years old, from not just the Roebourne community but also the neighbouring communities 
of Cheeditha and Five Mile. So we are working on both sides—the enforcement and prevention sides. We want 
young people to know that there are better things to do than do drugs. 
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